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The Montgomery County Economic Development Corporation is committed 
to shaping a brighter economic future for our County.  We actively seek to  
understand problems, seek possible solutions and search for opportunity. 
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The Montgomery County Economic Development Corporation is a non-profit membership 
organization that exists to improve the economic conditions in Montgomery County. 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS AS OF DECEMBER 2017 

Mission 
 maintain current data and analysis of    

county  economic and social trends 

 develop and maintain an inventory of   
available business and industrial sites 

 package business and industry recruitment     
materials 

 recruit businesses and residents 

 apply for and administer grants (when    
requested by communities) 

 raise funds from existing businesses,    
communities, industry and individuals to 
support community and economic          
development efforts 

 support countywide tourism efforts 

 involve members in developing annual   
program of work and drafting a four-year 
strategic plan 

 engage in other activities, as deemed      
appropriate by the board of directors, to 
implement the annual program of work and 
4-year  strategic plan 
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MCEDC members, 

In preparation for this report I had the opportunity to read Executive Director Valerie Belusko’s report.  I encour-
age you all to review her activities for the last year.  She has been very busy and performed admirably. When I first  
became board chair, I met with her every week or two.  She is clearly a self-starter and does not need that level of  
supervision.  Her report is very thorough; hence I will focus on the bigger picture. 
 
1)  We are all in this together.  Our county must act cohesively to attract new businesses and help our established 
companies prosper.  MCEDC will continue to work with all areas of the county.  Every business is important!   
Every job is cherished!  The county’s economy has to be diverse and entrepreneurial.  The Board of Directors re-
cently added two new members, Lukas Jachino and Oliver Godfrey.  Lukas is our youngest member by far and op-
erates multiple businesses in Nokomis.  Oliver moved to Illinois from Philadelphia and is VP of Development for 
Care Otter/Allscripts. Their differing viewpoints from a small business to a multinational corporation will provide 
our Board of Directors with valuable insights.   
 
2) The county is shrinking and aging at the same time.  This is not a sustainable path.  We need to take active steps 
to keep our young people in the county.  We need to encourage those who have left to return.  We will need a     
coordinated effort to provide good jobs, improve housing, and help our schools to expand their offerings. 
 
3) Improving our technology infrastructure is of utmost importance.  Last year Chairman John Galer’s report      
indicated MCEDC had pledged $50,000 toward the development of a competitive fiber optic telecommunications    
system for the county.  We did not have to spend those funds.  Instead, CTI, a privately held company from       
Taylorville, has begun its expansion into Nokomis and is headed to Hillsboro.  The plan is to ring the county with 
fiber optic cable.  We will continue to look for opportunities to expand high-speed Internet access to our citizens 
and businesses that may not be geographically close to the initial ring.  This activity has spurred some of the other    
Internet providers to start to lower prices and improve service.  MCEDC will continue to support all those provid-
ers committed to helping Montgomery County and its citizens. 
 
4) MCEDC has also begun a partnership with the Community Foundation for the Land of Lincoln.  This             
arrangement will lead to long-term resources from charitable local gifts for grants, scholarships, and community 
development.  These funds may be set up to help individuals, groups, municipalities, and the county as a whole.  
We have had one well attended meeting already, with more to follow. 
 
5) Living in Central Illinois we occasionally develop an attitude like Eeyore, the pessimistic, gloomy, depressed 
old grey stuffed donkey from the Winnie-the-Pooh books.  Sometimes we sell ourselves short, but the citizens of   
Montgomery County are some of the most interesting, thoughtful, caring, and honest people in the United States.  
They deserve our best efforts to improve the county.  We need to encourage optimism and a positive vision for our 
future. 
 
I wish to give sincere thanks to all MCEDC members and board members who served over the last year.  Please 
know you may contact me at anytime for questions, ideas, recommendations, or concerns regarding MCEDC. 

Robert F. Mulch, Jr. 
217-899-1137 

MESSAGE FROM THE CHAIR 
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In my free time I like to scour the Internet to see what other rural communities, with similar challenges as ours, are 
doing to try to improve their economic conditions.  Below are a few short excerpts from  an interesting website. 
(http://www.whatworksforamerica.org/ideas/community-development-in-rural-america-collaborative-regional-and-comprehensive/#.WsJvKejwaUk ) 

EDC PROGRAM COORDINATOR MESSAGE: 
Exit, loyalty, or voice? 

GRANT WRITER 

Nostalgia for the “good times” in rural America can be a barrier to moving forward. People long for the economy and 
the vibrancy that “used to be,” when the retail sector was strong and stores stayed open on Thursday nights, when 
every community had a local school, and sons followed their fathers into the mine or woods, onto the farm, or onto the 
fishing boats. The fiscal systems, local institutions, and public infrastructure were forged for those old economies, 
with different needs and different distribution of responsibility. Habits change slowly, and governance systems are 
rigid. These challenges are exacerbated by the current fiscal crisis, as towns and cities and states cut back on public 
investment.    

Development economist Albert Hirschman liked to point out that people in underdeveloped economies have three 
choices: exit, loyalty, or voice.  By exit he meant people who leave for opportunities elsewhere, in the case of rural 
migrants, often to cities. By loyalty he meant those who accept conditions as they are, upholding the status quo in a 
faltering or exploitative economy. By voice he meant those who stay and speak up and act for change. Rural commu-
nity developers are part of those raising their voices and working for change. Doing so helps make change possible for 
others who also have chosen to make their communities more resilient. 

Rural community development organizations provide critical leadership in communities that are hard pressed. 
They bring resources, financial and technical assistance, and they bring innovation that is rooted in local history and 
culture. They are “classic” economic developers, looking for collaboration, building institutional capacity, and taking 
a comprehensive approach that recognizes politics and long-standing relationships but that also pushes community 
leaders and entrepreneurs toward positive social change. 

MCEDC works hard to bring resources, assistance and innovation to those who stay and speak up for change.   

There is no quick fix for our situation; however, together we can create change that will bring about positive and lasting 
change.  Downstate Illinois and Montgomery County will continue to face highs and lows.  During our high times, we 
must save, invest and make practical decisions that will allow us to continue moving forward.  If we plan properly then we 
will be prepared for the low times.     

While we think about how to do this, we must remember to stay positive and remember that change is a natural part of any 
lifecycle.  Do not let scare tactics and pessimism keep you from having a voice to create change!  By working together our 
chances of success increase exponentially.    

Memberships in the Montgomery County Economic Development Corporation, and your local Chamber of Commerce, is 
a great way to start—but real change requires more than paying dues.   

Get involved.  Share your ideas with others.  Build relationships with other 
members in the organization.  Support local groups and organizations who 
work hard to create family friendly tourism events.  (Attend those events!)  
Read what other communities are doing.  Search out  solutions and implement 
them.  Remember, everything we do now impacts future generations, so lets 

work together to create a positive legacy.  Valerie Belusko 

In 2017 MCEDC hired Dan Roger’s as grant writer.  Dan has been writing grants for fire de-
partments since 2008.  He has successfully received over $680,000 for the Witt Volunteer 
Fire Department and another $400,000 for other Montgomery County Fire Departments.  
“While all of my grant awards and success’s have taken place on the Public Safety stage, I am 
excited for the opportunity to branch out and believe my grant writing knowledge can be an 
asset to the County and the Municipalities it represents,” said Dan. 
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Our members help us 
shape a brighter future for  

Montgomery County! 
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Customized Service to Communities 

COMMUNITY  
ASSISTANCE 

Total Grant Dollars Secured since 2005 
New Construction/Renovation  $     201,800.00  
Purchase of New Equipment  $     521,992.80  
Training Dollars/Print Materials  $          4,899.80  
Community Health Programs  $          1,450.00  
Total  $ 730,142.60  

Pictured left to right are village of Coalton trustees Steven Lee, Mary Speier, Steve Kimbro and Tom Detmers. 

Pictured left to right: Treasurer Fran Renner, President Joe McCario, Trustees 
Doug Martin, Marvin Miller, Doug Cruthis and Mike Knebel 

Pictured left to right: President Joe McCario and 
trustee Doug Cruthis  
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COMMUNITY  
ASSISTANCE 

Working hard to keep Dynegy 
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COMMUNITY 
ASSISTANCE 

Community Planning:  WITT 

 

(Front from le )  are Montgomery County Economic Development Program 
Coordinator, Valerie Belusko and Tim Taylor. In the middle are Jay and Becky 
Mar n and Denise Kistner. In back are Kaitlyn Taylor, Ken Davis, Shannon 
Keiser and Donna Yeske. Not present for the photo were Bob and Brenda 
Mehlberg and Wi  Police Officer Sco  Woods.  

University of Illinois Montgomery County Recycling Study 

realized there was an 
opportunity to help the County by partnering with the U of I to study and ana-
lyze the county wide recycling program. 

The Program was established in the mid 1990’s to create a higher quality of life 
for both current and future residents.  There are ten drop off locations through-
out the County, which collect aluminum cans, tin cans, paper, plastic and dry 
cardboard.  There is only one bailing facility for the program and that is located 
in Hillsboro.  All collected material eventually ends up at the Hillsboro location 
to be sorted and bailed.  Since the inception of this program, Montgomery 
County has recycled over 21 million pounds of materials. 

The County, facing a list of program and industry constraints, worked with U of 
I Grad students and the local U of 

 

L to R:  Ben Bishop, head of the Montgomery Co. Recycling Program and U of 

I grads:  Andrea Santambrogio, Antonio Valenzuela, Yifan Chen and Helen Wu 
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COMMUNITY ASSISTANCE 

Promoting Montgomery County 

Montgomery County CEO Class 

Montgomery County Planning Commission 

County Revolving Loan Fund 
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WELCOME CTI! 
 

"We're a community that bands together, and we've really shown that," said Montgomery County Economic Development Corporation Program Coordinator 

Valerie Belusko. "But we're not going to stop here." 

 

Belusko spoke at a special press conference on Thursday 

morning, June 29, at the Historic Courthouse in Hillsboro, 

announcing that CTI is bringing fiber optic broadband ser-

vices to the county, starting with the Hillsboro community. 

CTI offers internet, television and phone services, as well as 

other business related services in the Taylorville area. They 

are currently finishing up a four and a half year project to 

deploy fiber services to the Taylorville area, and expect to 

begin expanding to Montgomery County this fall. 

 

Billy Williams, owner of CTI, gave a little bit of history 

about the company and answered questions from audience 

members. Together with owner Adam Vocks, the pair 

opened an internet business in 1998, evolving over the 

years from dial-up access to DSL and later wireless.  "It 

became really hard to deliver service people needed," Wil-

liams said. "We came to the conclusion that it had to be 

fiber to be enough for everyone to use."  Williams said the reliability of the fiber-based service was one of the biggest reasons they made the switch, and that they 

see very few outages. 

 

He added their company put Taylorville on the map as one of six cities in the state of Illinois to offer Gigabit internet connection. He announced Thursday that 

Hillsboro will be the seventh community.  "I have to say that your economic development corporation helped in our decision," Williams said. "We were being 

pulled in different directions, and they have pushed hard for the entire county to be covered." 

 

Other communities under consideration for the expansion project were Pana, Litchfield, Rochester, Nokomis, Morrisonville, Raymond and Stonington. Williams 

said they have no immediate plans after the Hillsboro expansion, and they will strongly consider other Montgomery County communities if there is enough inter-

est.  CTI is in the process of securing $3 million in funding commitments from local banks. 

 

As early as October, they may begin construction and will build down from Nokomis to Hillsboro. They will sign up businesses in Nokomis en route to Hillsboro. 

Williams expects the expansion to the entire Hillsboro service area to take two to three years, and it will include Schram City and Taylor Springs.  "We will build 

to any community that shows there's enough demand for it," Williams said. "Anyone could be next, so keep up those efforts to pre-sign in communities." 

 

Dr. Barb Mulch asked about the number of communities nationally tracked with ac-

cess to fiber services, and Williams said it's a bit harder to track, although Google 

Fiber is working in some metro areas, though not providing access to all residents. He 

feels it's important to provide fiber access to all residents within a community.   

 

"The MCEDC had worked diligently long before my time," Belusko said. "This was a 

conversation that started with business retention visits and the need for more reliable 

service. We're so thankful that CTI considered us. They're going to change us for the 

better."  Belusko thanked Mayor Brian Sullivan and local organizations like Imagine 

Hillsboro, the Hillsboro Chamber of Commerce and the Litchfield Chamber of Com-

merce for their efforts in helping get residents to show their support. 

 

Heather Hampton+Knodle, who started this project in Montgomery County more than 

a decade ago, thanked Emily Battin and Congressman Rodney Davis for their contin-

ued support. She said it was Davis who suggested she talk to CTI in the first place. 

 

"I can't say enough how proud I am of this community," said Sullivan. "By coming 

together, this will make a huge difference for all of us." 
For more information, contact CTI at (217) 824-6398 or visit www.ctitech.com

BUSINESS 
DEVELOPMENT 

Pictured above, in front, from the le  are Brenda Fesser, Glenn Savage, Don Downs, Dave and Merle Imler, Lacy Burtle and Billy 
Williams of CTI, Hillsboro Mayor Brian Sullivan, Adam Vocks and Bobbie Durbin of CTI, Heather Hampton+Knodle, Dr. Barb Mulch, 
MCEDC Execu ve Director Valerie Belusko and Hillsboro Chamber of Commerce Execu ve Director Theresa Reeves. In back are 
Ray Marten, Dr. Bob Mulch, Tim Hopper, Tom Gooding, Dave Booher, Zach Wygal, John Galer, Don Karban, Rex Brown, Lucaas 
Secrist, Steven Weller and Evan Young, ac ng chairman of the Montgomery County Board.  

January 3, 2018:  CTI starts drilling fiber in Montgomery County!   
In front, from the le , are MCEDC Board Member Lukas Jachino, Montgomery County Board 
Chairman Evan Young, MCEDC Program Coordinator Val Belusko, MCEDC Board Member Tim 
Hopper, MCEDC Board Chairman Dr. Robert Mulch, Don Karban of Imagine Hillsboro, Nokomis 
Chamber of Commerce Member Jake Leonard, CTI Vice President Adam Vocks, CTI Outside 
Plant Manager Jim Humphrey, MCEDC Board Member John Galer. In back: CTI President Billy 
Williams, CTI Employees Bobbie Durbin and Andrew Edwards.  
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Business Expansion and Retention 

BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT 
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Legislative Breakfast 

, certain foundational 
behaviors must be in place to allow small towns to dream big and obtain their bold goals.  Jeanne spoke on these behaviors and 
gave examples from downstate communities. She also highlighted trends in entrepreneurship and tourism and the overall affect 
it can have on small communities.  Overall, she says, SMALL TOWNS CAN DREAM BIG! 

Networking 

Conferences attended 

Chamber memberships 
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